
The King County Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness, “A Roof 
Over Every Bed in King County” has been completed after a two 
year period of development that includes the participation of 
county government and thirty nine local jurisdictions including the
City of Seattle. The plan is chaired by the County Executive
and includes elected and prominent civic leaders on the
governing board.   

The Snohomish County Executive has endorsed the 
development of a county plan to end homelessness.
The draft of “Everyone @ Home. NOW” is under 
community review and anticipates full endorsement 
by the County and Cities of Everett and Lynnwood 
in the Fall of 2005.  

The Kitsap County Regional Coordinating Council 
endorsed the development of a county plan to end 
homelessness.   The council is composed of elected
representatives from county and several city councils, 
including the Mayor of Bremerton.  The Kitsap County 
Continuum of Care has been asked to provide the 
expertise in composing the strategies of the plan. 

Clallam County Commission, the City of Port Angeles and City of 
Sequim have endorsed the completed Ten Year Plan to End 
Homelessness in Clallam County.  Counts of the homeless in this
rural county reveal 400 homeless persons living in the communities
and remote encampments, and 400 more living in overcrowded, 
near homeless conditions.  

The Mayor of Bellingham and the Whatcom County Executive
have jointly endorsed the development of a Whatcom County
Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness.   City and County staff
will be assisted by the Opportunity Council Community Action
Agency in the development of the plan. 

The City of Vancouver and Clark County completed its Ten 
Year Plan to End Homelessness in 2003, one of the first in
the nation.  The plan is currently under revision to better reflect
national strategies.  Clark County is partnering with nearby
urban counties in Oregon to develop a regional plan to end
family homelessness.   

The Yakima County Homelessness Plan was completed
in January, 2005 and endorsed by the Yakima County
Commission.   The Commission will provide oversight to 
plan implementation.  The plan was developed by 
providers and advocates under the leadership of 
county staff and United Way.   

The Inter-jurisdictional Task Force includes strong leadership
from County government, City of Olympia, City of Lacey and 
City of Tumwater.  Thurston County Public Housing Authority is 
working with city and county staff in the development of specific
strategies and programs that will comprise the plan.       

Olympia Mayor Foutch, Thurston County Commission 
Lacey's & Tumwater's Council members have endorsed 
the development of a 10 Yr Plan. Thurston has a standing
inter-jurisdictional Task Force that includes elected officials 
from 3 large communities and the county.

The Spokane County Commissioners and the Mayor 
of Spokane have endorsed the development of a 
plan that will focus both on ending long-term homeless
in the city as well as join in an effort to end homelessness
in the region.  A draft plan has been produced with 
completion and full endorsement by the County and 
City expected in 2005. 

Skagit County Commissioners have endorsed the development
of a Skagit County Ten Year Plan to End Homelessness.  The
plan is being developed through the Skagit County Community 
Action Agency and will seek full endorsement from the 
intergovernmental Skagit County Council of Governments.  

Elected officials from county government, the City of Longview 
and communities from throughout the county have endorsed 
the development of a Cowlitz County Ten Year Plan to End 
Homelessness.   The planning is a broad community effort led
by the Longview Police Department and Longview Public
Housing Authority. 

Pierce County and Tacoma's 10 Yr Plan is completed. 
The plan targets those who have been homeless for a 
long time and those who are heavy users of public 
emergency services.
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In May 2005 the Washington State Legislature passed the landmark Homeless and Housing Assistance Act that will provide $15 million a year directly to counties implementing Ten Year Plans
to End Homelessness.  The legislation establishes criteria for program outcomes as well as setting a minimum required state-wide goal of a 50% reduction in numbers of homeless persons. 

Advocates and providers in Walla Walla county are 
planning to develop a regional plan that may include
neighboring rural counties.  Endorsement for the 
development of a plan from the county and City of
Walla Walla is anticipated for Fall 2005. 

The counties that comprise the 
Kennewick-Richland-Pasco 
area anticipate a joint plan to end
homelessness to be developed in
Fall 2005.   


